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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

announcement to Mary is the logical follow-up to our recent concentration on John 

with pointing to John as the witness to the later arrival of Jesus as the Messiah. John thus takes an 
intentionally subordinate role to that of Jesus. Thus, in the Lucan account of the Annunciation, that 

been declared to her. 
story of the birth of extraordinary figures with signs and miraculous events. Prophecies and the 
appearance of angels were standard fare and would have been anticipated by any audience. In addition, 
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Luke is not writing a history here, nor is he making any claims for the historicity of the event. Rather, 
he is writing theology. So, it is a mistake to apply science or modern historical methods to a study of the 
passage. 
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Certainly, however, the circumstances here are critical to understanding 
herself pregnant and not yet married in an ancient culture in which coercive control of female sexuality 

retribution from her com
adultery. And, in any event, she was at the mercy of long-standing customs which involved a two-step 
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would enter human life with all its de  

 



But in addition to the narrative about the Annunciation to Mary, we also have the birth story itself to 
--- the one we are all so completely familiar 

with. But there is always more to learn about the context and the significance of choices in language. 
Our Old Testament lesson from Isaiah for Christmas day announces a promise of future salvation to 
Israel at a time when the nation suffered under foreign oppre

foreign domination system prevailing in the first century. He contrasts Augustus Caesar with Jesus of 
Nazareth in comp --- not through coercive tactics 

 

 

drastically contrasting image of humble persons exemplifying true 

 

 

  
 

Unlike the Synoptic gospels, Luke uses the term Savior as a title for Jesus. What this suggested was that 
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It is somehow fitting on this Christmas Eve 2020 to reflect a bit more on those humble shepherds who 
were  
 

They were leading ordinary, unassuming lives, keeping the night watch to protect their flock from two-
legged and four-legged marauders when their reality was shattered by an angelic vision. In a moment, all 
that was rote, predictable and prosaic was turned upside down by angel-song. They themselves were 

 amazed they must have 
been when they found themselves bathed in heavenly light! How terrified they must have become when 

 

 
So, what is the message we can gather from all of this oh-so-familiar story-

Incarnate Word of God who comes into our broken, often inhuman world to be with us  to be like us, 



to share in our lives. The Word of God comes again and again

lives as Mary did; to know we are blessed.  Take time  make time, even amid all the frenzy of 

with a deeper heart those who are in need of the love and understanding you can give. The Incarnate 
  

 

O God, you (do indeed) make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 

with you and he Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

 


